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THE   PENTAGON

THE Pentagon, named after the geometric figure, was a
group of five people, one of whom acted as leader, passing
on orders and maintaining contact. These five each had
the task of forming a further group, and of inducing the
members of this in their turn to act in the same way.
The groups were not known to each other, and their
members each adopted a pseudonym.

Of the number of groups formed it is impossible for me
to give an estimate. We did not even know the leaders,
but thanks to this secret organisation of linked, yet
separate, groups, we were able to continue the struggle
with the least possible risk. If any member was caught,
even if he talked or had the intention of denouncing us,
at most only a few would be arrested, and the organisation
would continue. Our supporters had not much fear of
informers because they admitted only trusted friends to
their groups, knowing that their own lives were at stake.
It was understood that if an informer was detected he
would be killed immediately.

During December 1940 I decided to publish a paper
which would provide a link between the groups, keep
alive the flame of resistance, and maintain faith in the
victory of which I was more than ever convinced.

I revealed this project to my friends, but except for
Boyau-Rouge they all opposed it as being too rash and
dangerous. I knew all the risks of commencing such a
venture, for I had weighed the pros and cons carefully.
Nevertheless, like the men of the Revolution in 1789, I
was resolved "on Liberty or Death."

As a bachelor, with only one distant relative, I assumed
full responsibility. My friends undertook to write articles.
A division of the work entailed was agreed upon. Alex-
ander, whose authority among us was very great, was to
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